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BUSINESS ASPECTS 


OF LIBRARIANSHIP 


By Gilbert H. Doane, Librarian University of Wisconsin 


Librarianship has been called an art 
and a science. Occasionally its practice 
is referred to as “library economy”. But 
rarely, if ever, is it called a business. Yet 
it is my observation that certain aspects 
of librarianship have more relation to 
business in the ordinarily accepted mean- 
ing of that word, than they do to either 
art or science. In other words, the fun- 
damental methods of managing a library 
are more nearly related to business meth- 
ods than they are to the skills of the 
artist or the scientist. 

Take the matter of records. Without 
records a librarian is lost, and the li- 
brary becomes a hopeless maze of book 
shelves. Without records the librarian 
cannot justify either his position or his 
collection of books to the taxpayer or 
the administrator of the institution to 
which his library is attached. Although 
many of us may consider them a neces- 
sary evil, we all have to admit that re- 
cords are absolutely essential to our work. 
So essential in fact that some librarians 
forget that there is anything to librar- 
ianship beyond keeping records, I regret 
to say. No business man can successfully 
maintain his business without records and 
he certainly cannot hope to bequeath to 


his heirs a successful business without 
them. No librarian should hand on to his 
successor (and we are all mortal) a li- 
brary in which records have not been 
carefully kept. 

As I have traveled about this country 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific and from 
Wisconsin to Texas and, for good meas- 
ure, in Canada and England, and have 
worked in various types of libraries as 
an assistant, an administrator, or patron, 
I have noticed one thing in common to all 
of them and that is the existence of cer- 
tain types of records, however much var- 
iation there may be within a given type. 
And there always seems to be a sort of 
analogy between the records kept in the 
library and those kept in an up-to-date 
successful business house. 

In the first place there is the accession 
record generally kept in books especially 
designed for that purpose. The accession 
book is to the library what a daybook of 
stock receipts is to the business house. 
It is a chronological record of the li- 
brary’s stock receipts—it records the au- 
thor and the brief title of each individual 
book acquired by the library on a given 
date. And since it is a business record 
the source of the acquisition, be it gift or 
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purchase, is noted and if it is a purchase 
the price actually paid. For convenience 
we give each item a serial number which 
we call an accession number. The main 
purpose of this number is to identify the 
item should we later want to use the in- 
formation recorded in the accession book. 
It also saves us the trouble of keeping a 
separate account of the items added to 
the collection during any given period of 
time—generally the fiscal year. 


From the accessioner a book passes to 
the cataloguer where an inventory record 
is made in the form of the shelf list. 
Theoretically, the shelf list is a record of 
the books as they stand on the shelves in 
the library stacks. In other words, this 
is an inventory list and enables us to 
check once a year or biennium or quin- 
quennium (whatever the inventory period 
may be) our stock. Certainly the shelf 
list has another use of equal importance 
and that is the record of the call numbers 
assigned to our books in order that dup- 
lication of call numbers and consequently 
confusion may be avoided. 


There is a third use for the shelf list 
which even librarians sometimes forget 
about and that is the determination of 
what books the library contains within a 
given classification. If you are accus- 
tomed to the decimal classification and 
want to know what books the library has 
on the various kinds of sports and games 
the quickest way to find out is to go to 
the shelf list and look in the drawers con- 
taining the classes 790. In other words, 
you save yourself looking under tennis, 
football, skating, chess, backgammon, and 
all the rest, and you use the shelf list as 
a stock record. 


The cataloguer makes another record 
and that is the so-called catalogue of the 
library. In America this catalogue now al- 
ways takes the form of what is called a 
dictionary catalogue in which one finds 
entries under author, subject and title, as 
you all know. This is another type of stock 
record, to return to our business analogy. 
In other words, if we want to know how 
many Fords we have in the library we go 
to the catalogue. The fullness of the re- 
cord of each individual book may differ 
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in various kinds of libraries. In the small 
public library, for instance, any text of 
Dickens’ David Copperfield is acceptable 
to the general clientele of the library, 
just as it is in the high school library or 
the small college library. Whereas in the 
university library a specific edition has 
its importance. Consequently the first 
type of library can use an abbreviated 
form of cataloguing, whereas the more 
specialized library requires a fuller cat- 
aloguing in which the information which 
specialists want is to be found. However, 
the fundamental record is the same—a 
record of author, title, and subject. 

At the loan desk, whether the library 
be what we call a circulating library 
(one from which books may be drawn 
for home use) or a reference library in 
which books may be used in the building 
only, there are always records of a sim- 
ilar nature. We refer to these as charg- 
ing records—in other words they are the 
sales slips of the day’s transactions. They 
may be destroyed or posted once they are 
counted and the record they contain is 
recorded. 

Sometimes, in fact most frequently, 
these “sales slips” or bookcards are used 
over and again in the library. But I 
think you can readily see the business 
analogy here—in fact we use the business 
term “charge” to refer to it and from 
them we keep a record which enables us 
to draw up an annual summary of our 
work, a sort of report to the stockholders 
for our circulation statistics are essen- 
tially the statistics contained in the an- 
nual report of any business firm. 

We use these circulation statistics not 
merely as a dry and dull record but rather 
as an index of our success or failure dur- 
ing a fiscal year. From them we can draw 
comparisons with libraries of similar size 
and content. We can see clearly whether 
or not our “plant” is being used effi- 
ciently. We can estimate the value of our 
business to our community, to our tax- 
payers, to our institutions. 

A good librarian therefore must have 
a good business head and much of the 
librarian’s success depends upon the effi- 
ciency with with he or she can handle 
these and many other business details. 
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BLUE BOOK TO APPEAR IN SPRING 

The 1987 Wisconsin Blue Book will be 
published in the spring of 1938, the Legis- 
lative Reference Library, Editors of the 
Blue Book, has announced. The delay in 
publication has been made necessary be- 
cause of many important changes in the 
administrative departments of the state 
government under the reorganization 
measure enacted at the special session of 
the legislature. 

“After conferring with the Governor, 
other state officers, a number of members 
of the legislature, and interested citi- 
zens”, Howard F. Ohm, Chief of the Leg- 
islative Reference Library stated, “it was 
deemed advisable to withhold publication 
of the Blue Book so as to include the re- 
organization changes and thus make the 
book up-to-date and more useful to the 
schools, members of the legislature and 
citizens of the state, many of whom are 
interested in knowing promptly the com- 
plete administrative set-up of the state 
government after reorganization has been 
effected.” 

“Nearly three-fourths of the material 
for the book was printed early last fall”, 
Mr. Ohm stated, “but the section dealing 
with the administrative departments of 
the state government could not be com- 
pleted until the reorganization changes 
had been determined. This section of the 
book, which had been compiled, is now 
being revised to include the various trans- 
fers of functions, powers and duties or- 
dered by the Governor after approval by 
the Committee on Reorganization. This 
Committee and the Governor have held 
two meetings so far and have effected 17 
separate changes. Additional meetings 
are being planned, I understand in Feb- 
ruary.” 

Under the reorganization law all trans- 
fers of functions recommended by the 
Governor must be approved by the Com- 
mittee on Reorganization which consists 
of 8 members of the legislature and 5 
state officers. 





RADIO PROGRAMS 


Youth in a Modern Community is a 
series designed to interpret the objects 
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of the National Congress of Parents and 
Teachers in terms of the interests and 
needs of modern youth. Congress activi- 
ties and projects will be presented 
through interviews, roundtable discus- 
sions, and dramatic sketches organized by 
the chairmen of national committes. It 
may be heard from NBC Blue Network 
stations every Wednesday afternoon at 
3:30 C. S. T. until April 13, 1938. 





English As You Like It 


For Senior High Schools— 
Grades 10, 11, 12 


Here is a new series of experimental 
radio programs in High School English— 
to stimulate interest in some of the ac- 
tivities common to all classes in that 
field. The programs are built around 
forensics, poetry, dramatics, and reading 
for pleasure. 

This series, launched by the Research 
Project in School Broadcasting, has been 
prepared by a group of teachers in coop- 
eration with the High School Supervisors 
of the State Department of Public In- 
struction and the W. E. A. Committee on 
School Broadcasting. It goes out from 
Station WHA on Thursday afternoons 
at two o’clock. 

The four broadcasts in forensics are 
scheduled for February and March, to 
coincide with preparations for the state 
forensic contests. Miss Almere L. Scott, 
Director of the Department of Debating 
and Public Discussion, is assisting in this 
unit. 

The group of programs devoted to poets 
and poetry has been arranged by Dr. 
Robert C. Pooley, Associate Professor in 
the Teaching of English, who will also 
take part in the broadcasts. 

“Books You'll Like” constitutes a series 
of four broadcasts — one each month — 
planned by Miss Gladys Cavanagh, High 
School Librarian, Madison Free Library. 


The dramatic series will include two 
programs of selections from Shakespeare, 
and two modern one-act plays. 


Schedule 


February 3 Introduction—English As You Like It 
February 10 Readings in Biography 
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February 17 Books You'll Like—Friends from Fic- 
tion 
February 24 Readings in American Humor 


March 8 The Poet Tells a Story 

March 10 Orations of Today 

March 17 Books You'll Like—Looking Backward 
March 24 Extemporaneous Speaking 

March 81 The Poet Looks and Laughs 

April 7 Selections from Shakespeare 

April 14 Books You'll Like—The World Today 
April 21 Selections from Shakespeare 

April 28 The Poet Considers People 

May 5 One Act Play 
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May 12 Books You'll Like — Adventures in 
Science 

May 19 The Poet Sings of Town and Country 

May 26 One Act Play 


Further details on “English As You 
Like It” are included in a special bulletin 
which will be sent to all teachers who reg- 
ister their classes for the series. Address: 
Research Project in School Broadcasting, 
Station WHA, Madison. 


"ROUND THE CIRCLE 
* Send all news items to Mrs. Winifred L. Davis, Editor, Round the Circle 


Wisconsin Free Library Commission 


In the April number of the BULLETIN we hope to have ’Round the Circle made 
up largely of interesting findings in the libraries’ annual reports. Generally we are 
collecting and holding this kind of information for the spring. Any newspaper account 
of the library reports please send to ’Round the Circle by March 15, or anything the 
figures tell which ordinarily one would not get from the formal report sent to the 


Library Commission. W. L. D. Ed. 


Antigo. At the annual meeting of the 
County Board in November the county 
appropriation for library service was in- 
creased by $500 to its pre-depression 
amount of $2,000 with only one dissent- 
ing vote. 

The appropriation for 1938 has been 
increased from $7,214 to $7,985, which 
provides for increases in salaries, an in- 
crease in the book fund, and additional 
funds for repairs and improvements. Last 
year battleship linoleum was placed in the 
adult reading room, and it is planned to 
add it to one of the other rooms this year. 
The fourth member on the staff has been 
placed on full time. 

A special appropriation of $500 was 
granted by the City Council to the library 
to make a start on refinishing the large 
unfinished room on the second floor, 
which originally had been planned as an 
auditorium. Bids are being received this 
month (November) for rewiring the li- 
brary, and for the laying of a hard-wood 
floor in this room, which may be all that 
can be done this year, but a like sum has 
been promised each year until the room 
is completed. 


Appleton. “Library circulation hits 
all-time high during 1937”, made the 
headlines in the Post Crescent when the 
librarian’s annual report was released. 
The circulation was 231,031 for 1937; the 
highest previous circulation in 1934 was 
215,366. Circulation in 1935 and to the 
end of 1936 was low because of the re- 
modelling of the building. 

Mrs. Thomas writes: “The gain in non- 
fiction in the adult department, that is 
the gain over 1936, was 24 per cent, and 
in fiction less than five. Circulation in the 
county was 21,286 and of that number 
12,258 was from country schools. We do 
not send out material and books unless re- 
quested but practically all call for the 
books. The rural teachers take the books 
in their own cars if they drive, otherwise 
they get some one who is coming to Ap- 
pleton to get them. The county board 
appropriated $500 in 1937 and has ap- 
propriated $1,000 for 1938.” 


Baraboo. Report comes from the li- 
brary that the work, following the fire, 
continues in the necessary rebinding, 
withdrawing, and replacing of books. The 
children’s room has two new book stacks, 
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new floors in part of the building, and 
new lights have been installed. 

The auditorium is again in use for 
meetings, for various organizations, as 
well as for the story hour now being con- 
ducted. 


Cornell. A set of table and chairs has 
been presented to the library as a mem- 
orial gift. 


Darlington. The library will even- 
tually receive $23,000 as a trust fund ac- 
cording to the will of the late Mrs. Caro- 
line M. Parsons. 


Fox Lake. On December 10th, 1927, 
the Fox Lake business men sponsored a 
community broadcast over Station WIBU 
(Poynette), with program arranged by 
the local Woman’s club. Miss Mary E. 
Collins, librarian, talked on the work of 
the local library, emphasizing its contact 
with rural patrons and the present hobby, 
namely, collecting local historical mater- 
ial for the town’s Centennial year, 1938. 

Three members of the library board 
appeared on the program; Mrs. C. A. 
Porter gave a humorous reading; Mrs. 
H. D. Elmerson a reading pertaining to 
local business history, and Miss Harriet 
O’Connell outlined plans for the anniver- 
sary observance. Mr. George F. Roberts, 
president of the Library board is chair- 
man of the Centennial executive commit- 
tee. The first event was a historical art 
exhibit held at the library the first week 
of February. 


Hartford. Mr. E. W. Leach who had 
served many years as library trustee died 
last August. Mr. John Schinners, present 
editor of the Hartford Times has been 
appointed to fill the vacancy, and was 
also named a member of the budget com- 
mittee. 

The committee succeeded in persuading 
the council to increase the appropriation 
and $500 over the previous year’s amount 
was granted. 


Horicon. Miss Allie Freeman became 
librarian January 1. Re-decorating of 
the library and new lighting have been 
added to attractiveness of the room. The 
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librarian is planning various exhibits for 
the year, with appropriate descriptive 
material displayed. 

The following is taken from the librar- 
ian’s account: 

“Exhibits so far have been of New 
Year’s cards, pictures of locomotives, 
winter scenes, and at present wood cuts 
of Benjamin Franklin, all laid flat on the 
tables under large panes of glass which 
we bound with tinker tape; data pertain- 
ing to Millard Fillmore and a chair once 
owned by him; a charming steel engrav- 
ing of Lalla Rookh, framed and accom- 
panied by a reference to Agnes Repplier’s 
essay, in Repplier, Hight decades; epi- 
sodes and essays. 1937; a similar en- 
graving of Lord Byron and collections 
of his poems; also material pertaining to 
birth-stones with special reference to 
this month’s (January) stone, the garnet, 
including a display of jewelry set with 
garnets. 

The bulletin boards are given over to 
current events with seasonal sports in 
the lead. Results noted are that patrons 
tarry to look and read, also discuss the 
various items instead of leaving directly 
after transacting their regular errands. 
Likewise, several who came just to see 
the exhibits took out borrower’s cards 
for the first time.” 


Janesville. A library project during 
the year has been to re-back some 250 or 
more old bound magazines which stood in 
the basement reference room. This room 
also serves as a club room; so to keep the 
shelves presentable the books would either 
have needed rebinding or rebacking. The 
estimate on rebinding was $500, so the 
saving was considerable. 

For Book week The Golden Key, by 
Marjorie Barrows, was presented with a 
east of 30 children chosen through try- 
outs. Forty others assisted as members 
of the production crew and ushers. About 
800 children attended the performance. 
Miss Jean Gray, children’s librarian, was 
responsible for the work. 

In the fall visits were made to all the 
schools in the city, the story-hour sched- 
ule for the year was announced, and 
stories were told to the children. Results 
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are reported as gratifying with the large 
attendance at story-hours which are held 
on alternate Saturdays for two age 
groups. “Free movies at the local thea- 
tres have given us much competition,” 
writes the librarian, “and we are now 
trying an attendance contest between the 
schools to revive the interest in the story 
hour.” 

The hospital service in charge of Miss 
Poland, which was started on March 30, 
1936, showed a circulation of 1,740 books 
and magazines for the remainder of 
1936, and a 1987 record of 2,546. The 
pleasure the patients and hospital staff 
express is sufficient reason for continu- 
ing the service, irrespective of circulation 
figures. 

“Booklists are becoming a habit with 
us,” writes Miss Colby, librarian, “and 
the patrons are growing to expect and de- 
pend on our lists.” Recent ones attrac- 
tively printed are: Outstanding books of 
1987; Library favorites; The United 
States in story. 

The city council added an extra $1,000 
to the library appropriation for 1938. 
Much of this will be spent for extra 
books. A $500 gift from Mr. Theodore 
Ottman, which the library received last 
year and which was used for books of 
reference and technical nature, revealed 
what a larger book budget could do for 
the readers. 


Kaukauna. With a circulation of 
41,453 books last year, it averaged 17.9 
books per registered borrower. A de- 
crease over the previous year was un- 
doubtedly due to the closing of the li- 
brary 12 days for installation of the new 
floor, and the new policy of issuing books 
for 28 days without renewal which re- 
duces the count of books. 

The operating expenses per capita 
averaged 91 cents, and the operating ex- 
pense per registered borrower averaged 
$2.58. 

The librarian reports that the library 
has had its first shipment of International 
Mind Alcove books. 


“One of the loveliest af- 
” reports the li- 


Kenosha. 
fairs of the whole year, 
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brarian, “was the candlelight story hour, 
which has been held for nine consecutive 
years in the Boys and Girls Library and 
always at 5 o’clock on the Saturday be- 
fore Christmas. With Christmas trees 
and lighted candles, the singing of carols 
and the telling of Christmas stories, this 
sacred hour is always one of inspiration 
to be remembered throughout the year.” 

During Book week the Boys and Girls 
Library had the honor of a visit and talk 
by Mrs. Marjorie Hill Allee, author of 
several fine and popular books for older 
girls. Her subject was “Notes for a 
story” and she told how she gathered 
facts for the writing of Off to Phila- 
delphia. 

Two unique displays featured recently 
in the library were 50 cats made of china, 
brass, soap and porcelain and which came 
from foreign countries, and several char- 
acter bottles. Both displays were loaned 
by patrons of the library. 

At the midwinter meeting in Chicago 
in December, the librarian and four of 
the Trustees of the library attended the 
trustees dinner meeting. 

The “Little Book Shelf” which appears 
in the newspaper each Thursday includes 
reviews of one or two children’s books 
written by the children themselves and 
also signed by them. A committee of five 
students is selected from the various 
branch libraries and each is responsible 
for a review. When these five have par- 
ticipated then another group of five is 
chosen to continue the work. 


Marinette. In the celebration of Book 
week a Mother Goose cartoon movie and 
a local movie taken of Marinette children 
at their summer reading club party in 
August were shown in the children’s 
room. According to the account, “The 
children were very excited and impressed 
at the thought of seeing themselves in 
pictures and as to the technical suc- 
cess of the movies taken in the library, 
they were clearer and better photography 
than the rented one. 

“The crowd problem was solved by 
giving each grade school a certain hour. 
This made it necessary for the movies 
to be shown six times, but it meant that 
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we had to handle only about 150 children 
an hour instead of 700 at once. It greatly 
simplified the discipline problem and 
things went off smoothly with the chil- 
dren coming in the front door, seeing the 
twenty minute movie, a half an hour to 
look over and take out the new books, 
then out the back door to avoid colliding 
with the next group which was being 
lined up at the front entrance. 

“Our Book week displays were of 
especial interest for they were made by 
the children of the 3rd, 4th, 5th, and 
6th grades of the Lourdes school. The 
rooms made book displays which were 
worked on as a class project and then 
brought to the library and set up. All 
grade school children of the city then 
voted on their favorite display and the 
winning room chose a book they wished 
to own as a class.” 


Oconomowoc. The library has been 
presented with a colorful little wooden 
Sicilian donkey cart. This is the gift of 
Mrs. Clement C. Smith of River Hills who 
brought the cart when she returned from 
a Sicilian trip. The equipment is com- 
plete with harness and bridle of many 
colors; large purple and red plumes, 
and bells—all suggestive of Meiklejohn’s 
Cart of Many Colors. 


Oconto. During the past year the Li- 
brary has sponsored several exhibits. In 
November, etchings, lithographs and 
woodcuts, from the American Artist’s 
group inc. of New York were displayed. 
This group is composed of 89 of the 
country’s finest artists, and in connection 
with the 50 prints displayed, the new 
1937 set of Christmas cards drew very 
favorable comment. 

Last summer, the New York Herald 
Tribune, sponsored a garden contest, and 
the enlarged kodak pictures of the prize- 
winning gardens were obtained by the 
library for a period of two weeks in De- 
cember. The pictures of rock-gardens 
were especially informing as they showed 
correct placement of rocks, plants and 
backgrounds. 

In January Mr. John F. Connell of 
Green Bay, lent a collection of 29 pencil 
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drawings, etchings and dry-points, de- 
picting famous buildings and interesting 
architecture of Europe. He made the 
sketches when studying architecture 
abroad. Patrons of the library have been 
delighted with the etchings and the li- 
brarian arranged to have Mr. Connell 
deliver a lecture. 

From February 19 to March 7th, the 
Eastman Kodak Company is lending the 
library for display purposes, 136 enlarge- 
ments which drew national prize awards. 
The camera fans in Oconto are anxiously 
awaiting this treat. Mrs. Francis, librar- 
ian, has arranged to have Mr. J. B. Ken- 
dall of Green Bay, who is a member of the 
Fox River Valley Camera Club, deliver 
a lecture on the subject of photography 
before the Oconto City Woman’s Club, 
the afternoon of March 7th. The club 
will meet at the Library on that date. 


Plymouth. During Book week, the 
Plymouth Public Library directed its ef- 
forts toward the goal of bringing about 
a closer relation between the library and 
the schools. An exhibit of new books of 
interest especially to students and teach- 
ers was on display in the library through- 
out the week. On Thursday, November 18, 
on the invitation of the librarian, the 
faculty of the public school held one of 
their regular meetings at the library, dur- 
ing which the librarian spoke to them on 
cooperation between the library and the 
schools, and mutual problems were dis- 
cussed. After the meeting, cookies and 
coffee were served before the fireplace in 
the club room. 


On Saturday, November 20, the library 
held its first story hour for children up 
to the age of eight years. Forty-one chil- 
dren attended. After the period devoted 
to stories and poems, the girls of the high 
school Library club, under the direction 
of the high school librarian, gave a mar- 
ionette version of Little Red Riding Hood, 
puppets and stage properties having been 
made by the girls themselves. 


Racine. From the Franklin Branch 


comes a brief account of their Book week 
activities: 
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“My Favorite Book” was the subject 
on which pupils from the third grade 
through the ninth were asked to write. 
The best paper from each grade was dis- 
played on the bulletin board together with 
a snapshot of the writer. This aroused a 
great deal of interest in the papers as 
well as in the books discussed. 

The third grade favorite was Peter 
and Wendy, and the fifth grade, Bio- 
graphy of a grizzley. Story of Roland 
and Under the Lilacs were chosen by the 
sixth grade pupils. Junior high titles 
included Call of the wild, Jinx ship, Rol- 
ling wheels, Mysterious island, Boy’s life 
of Edison, Becky Landers, Troop one of 
the Labrador, Driftwood, Friendship 
road, Ben Hur, Within prison walls, and 
Trumpeter of Krakow. 


Randolph. Miss Howitt reports a de- 
cided increse in circulation since the new 
building has been in use. New furniture 
has been purchased out of the fund left 
by Miss Addie Marvin. Two juvenile 
reading tables, four adult reading tables, 
six chairs for each table and six Windsor 
chairs, librarian’s desk, catalogue and 
stand all in birch have been added. 

A 1987 edition of the World book has 
been purchased for the reference shelves. 
A new showcase has also been added to 
hold relics in the historical museum. 


Richland Center. Mrs. Smith, librari- 
an, says that one of the noticeable results 
of the Book week program is the increase 
in registrations among children and 
adults. In one month there were 40 new 
registrants. The emphasis during the 
week was instruction in the use of the 
library as well as the usual displays of 
new books. 


Ripon. The city council approved a 
six hundred dollar increase in appro- 
priations making a total of $3,600. It is 
understood that a large part of this ad- 
ditional money is to be spent for books. 
This increase, together with the interest 
money available for books (approximate- 
ly $400) will take care of the book needs 
very nicely, Miss Shupe reports. 

The library also received $5,700 from 
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the estate of Miss Elizabeth Chisholm, 
which was settled during 1937. The in- 
terest from this money will be added to 
the book fund. 


Stoughton. The children who had 
been attending the story hour were al- 
lowed a Christmas party in the lecture 
room where the program and entertain- 
ment were under the direction of the chil- 
dren themselves. Their committee had 
charge of posters, decorating of the tree, 
and the arrangement of the room. 


Superior. The complete account of 
the art collection which the legacy of the 
late Charles H. Sunderland has made pos- 
sible for the local library cannot be ade- 
quately described here. One hundred and 
ninety-nine of the famous Arundel prints 
are a part of this wonderful collection. 
In the children’s room is another acquisi- 
tion created by Lorado Taft and called 
by him the “Peep-show”. In a tall glass 
case are figures about 10 inches high rep- 
resenting life in Florence, Italy in 1403. 

The Jibrary also has another gift of 
value to the community, for its art ref- 
erence department from the Carnegie cor- 
poration of New York, Art teaching 
equipment. It consists of 134 volumes 
dealing with the subject of crafts, cos- 
tume, furniture, textiles, sculpture, thea- 
tre and painting. These cover all the 
periods in all countries from primitive 
times to the present in the field of pictor- 
ial and graphic art. 

The librarian keeps note of new resi- 
dents in Superior, and soon after their 
arrival writes them in order to extend an 
invitation to become users of the public 
library. 

The repairing of damaged books was 
well presented in the newspaper’s pic- 
tures under the heading “Behind the 
Scenes at the Library”. 


Watertown. A _ booklet (mimeo- 
graphed) “Fifty Books of the Year” was 
distributed by the library. 


Waupun. Something of an innovation 
during the usual activities of Book week 
was the announcement that Mrs. L. E. 
Luck, children’s librarian, and Mrs. G. W. 
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Greene, former English teacher, would 
be available for book reviewing before 
the intermediate grades, and junior and 
senior high schools. The announcement 
received a cordial response evidenced by 
the number of calls to arrange time for 
the book talks. A puppet show attended 
by 80 children was a feature of one of 
the winter story hours. 


Wausau. Statistics show a constantly 
increasing circulation; total for Novem- 
ber was 20,404 showing an increase of 
4,871 over November of the previous year. 
One day in the month totalled 1,103. 

One of the attractions of Book week 
was the book house made of 500 book 
jackets from books which had been added 
recently to the juvenile collection. It was 
large enough for a grown person to en- 
ter. The librarian writes: “The first day 
of our display, eight children got in at 
once. The teachers brought their classes 
to the library, and each class that came 
during Book week acted as though Santa 
Claus had arrived. We had to arrange 
for the children to take turns going in 
the house.” 

Since the house was so popular it was 
decided to allow it to stand through the 
Christmas season with a Christmas tree 
added and an effect of snow and ice 
around the house. 
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It was not unusual to see a child seated 
by the house copying from the book jack- 
ets those titles which he would read some 
time. 


West Allis. The book allowance fund 
has been increased $1,000 this year. 


Weyauwega. In the published Library 
Notes, the book Alluring Wisconsin is 
made still more so for the locality by 
emphasis on the parts of especial interest 
here, such as the chapter on Waupaca’s 
Chain O’Lakes. 


Whitewater. The public library was 
beautifully decorated for the Christmas 
season. The Chamber of Commerce and 
the American Legion of the city com- 
bined to make possible these decorations. 
This is the second year that the library 
has been decorated by these groups. 

Christmas trees with colored lights 
were at each side of the outer entrance 
and the Library building was lighted by 
a large candle set in a wreath of ever- 
greens. Small wreaths added to the 
beauty of the windows. 


These decorations were suggested by 
the local artist, Mr. Leon Pescheret, who 
is world-famous for his color etchings. 


A SELECTED LIST OF CURRENT BOOKS 
Edited by Mary Katharine Reely 


General Works 


Kelley, Grace O. The classification of 
books; an inquiry into its usefulness 
for the reader. 1937. 200p. Wilson, 
$1.75. 025.4 
Intended to give the general reader an insight 

into the techniques of classification and subject- 

cataloging used in libraries. At the same time, the 
author’s purpose was to open the way for improve- 
ment in the methods now used for making informa- 
tion available. College and larger libraries. 

See Booklist 84: 142 Dec. 15 ’87. 


Lyon, Margaret Charters. The selection 
of books for adult study groups. 1937. 





228p. Bureau of Publications, Teach- 
ers College, Columbia Univ., $2.35. 
028 


Based on a study made with a group of CWA 
workers in 1934. The purpose was to discover 
standards to be applied in the selection of books 
for use with adult groups. The procedure followed 
in the experiment is described in detail. 


Mott, Carolyn and Baisden, L. B. The 
children’s book on how to use books 
and libraries. 1937. 207p. illus. 
Scribner, $1.28. 020.7 

The simple text and cartoon-like pictures of this 
guide to the use of books and libraries have been 
effectively used in presenting library techniques 
to younger children. Each of the fifty-four chapters 
is devoted to a single phase of a subject. 
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Philosophy and Religion 


Burkhart, Roy A. From friendship to 

marriage. 1937. 161p. Harper, $1.50. 

173 

Advice to young people on making friends and 

choosing a mate. Should be helpful to young men 

and women of college age; and of interest also to 
parents and advisers. 


Fosdick, Harry Emerson. Successful 
Christian living. 1937. 270p. Har- 
per, $1.50. 252 


A collection of the author’s recent sermons on 
such subjects as Discovering what we can do with 
ourselves, When conscience outruns religion, Chris- 
tian attitudes in social reconstruction, The peril 
of privilege, What Christians have done to Christ, 
There is no death. 


Harkness, Georgia. The recovery of 
ideals. 1937. 237p. Scribner, $2. 201 


An attempt to develop a new idealism for the 
generation that has lost both economic security 
and religious assurance. 

See Booklist 33: 296 Je ’37. 


Morgan, Thomas B. A reporter at the 
Papal court. 1937. 302p. illus. Long- 
mans, $3. 282 


The general reader will find here a good de- 
scription of the Papal court, the life and work of 
the present pope, the problem of the Vatican in 
relation to Italy, and of the pageantry of the court 
as well. The author is a non-Catholic who has 
covered the Vatican as newspaper correspondent 
since 1921. 

See Booklist 34: 105 Nov. 15 ’87 (under Teeling). 


Rogers, Agnes. Why not enjoy life. 
1937. 255p. Harper, $1.75. 173 


Helpful suggestions on leading a more interest- 
ing and rewarding life. 


Sociology 


Bakken, H. H. and Schaars, M. A. The 
economics of cooperative marketing. 
1937. 583p. McGraw, $4. 380.12 


Two professors of agricultural economics at the 
University of Wisconsin have prepared this college 
text on the subject of cooperative marketing. The 
subject is broadly covered in all its practical aspects 
and the book will be found useful for reference 
in college and larger libraries. 


Caldwell, Erskine and Bourke-White, 
Margaret. You have seen their faces. 
1937. 
765c. 


54p. illus. Modern Age, pa 


330.975 
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The life of the sharecropper, described as it is, 
in Erskine Caldwell’s text and Miss Bourke-White’s 
superb photographs. A social document of the first 
order. Published first by Viking Press at $5 and 
now made available in this Modern age edition. 


Crobaugh, Mervyn. Economics for ev- 


erybody; from the pyramids to the 
sit-down strike. 1937. 2938p. Mor- 
row, $2.50. 330 


In spite of its vast scope this small book manages 
to be interesting. It is written in entertaining 
style, with touches of humor, particularly in the 
marginal notes. Its simplified presentation of the 
theories of such writers as Ricardo, Adam Smith, 
and Marx, may prove useful. 

See Booklist 84: 87 Nov. 1 °87. 


Huxley, Aldous. Ends and means. 1937. 
386p. Harper, $3.50. 301 


From Isaiah to Karl Marx there has been a gen- 
eral agreement as to the goal of human progress— 
an age of liberty, peace, and justice. But there 
has been no unanimity as to the means. In chapters 
on such subjects as Social reform, a Planned so- 
ciety, War, Education, and Religious practices, 
the author discusses some of the aspects of this 
situation as presented in our modern world. 

See Booklist 34: 170 Jan. 1 38. 


Page, Kirby. Must we go to war? 1937. 

278p. Farrar, $1. 341.3 

In the prevailing debate on the right course to 
follow in the present international crisis, this book 
takes the out-and-out pacifist stand. War is the 
greatest of evils and is to be avoided at all costs. 
Takes up such questions as What is war? Why 
do nations fight? Is an international police force 
needed? Should the United States in an endeavor 
to preserve democracy be willing to engage in 
armed hostilities in Europe or Asia? 

See Booklist 34: 172 Jan. 1 ’38. 


Reference Shelf. Wilson, 90c ea. 


Abitration and the National Labor 
Relations Board, comp. by E. R. 
Nichols and J. W. Logan. 331.1 

Modern group discussion, comp. by 
Lyman and Ellen Judson. 808.5 

Reorganization of the Supreme Court, 
comp. by J. E. Johnsen. 347.9 

Unicamerialism in practice, comp by. 
H. B. Summers. 328.3 


Holiday Material 
Hottes, A. C. 1001 Christmas facts and 
fancies. 1937. 308p. illus. De la 
Mare. 


Chapters on Symbols of Christmas, The Christ- 
mas tree, Christmas greenery, Christmas cards, 

















Plant legends, The story of Christmas seals, make 
this book a repository of information such as every 
library has calls for. 

See Booklist 34: 102 Nov. 15 ’37. 


Philology 


Chase, Stuart. The tyranny of words. 
1937. 396p. Harcourt, $2.50. 412 


This book is a popularization of some of the 
ideas expressed in such difficult works as Pareto’s 
Mind and society, and Ogden & Richards The mean- 
ing of meaning. It has to do with the inexact use 
of language, particularly in the treatment of eco- 
nomic subjects, and should do something to restrict 
the use of such generalizations as Capitalism, 
Socialism, Labor, Bureaucracy, Liberty, National 
honor. 

See Booklist 84: 185 Jan. 15 ’38. 


Useful Arts 


Salt, Harriet. Mighty engineering feats. 
1938. 308p. illus. Penn, $2.50. 620 


Brief and somewhat encyclopedic chapters on the 
first transcontinental railroad, the Panama canal, 
the New York City water supply, the Wilson dam, 
the Alaska railroad, the Holland tunnel, the Col- 
umbia river highway, the George Washington 
bridge, the Boulder dam, and the San Francisco- 
Oakland and Golden Gate bridges. Juvenile or 
adult. 

See Booklist 84: 154 Dec. 15 ’87. 


Sigerist, H. E. Socialized medicine in 
the Soviet union. 1937. 378p. Nor- 
ton, $3.50. 610 

Informing and vitally interesting account of the 
experiments in public health work in Soviet Russia. 

Altho the author writes with a Marxian slant, his 

position as Professor of the history of medicine at 

Johns Hopkins gives the book authority. An ex- 

cellent supplement to other books on Russia. 


Fine Arts 


Elliott, Hugh. Fashions in art. 1937. 
3838p. illus. Appleton, $3.50. 709 
A series of radio broadcasts by the educational 

director of the Metropolitan museum tracing some 


of the changes in art through the centuries. 
See Booklist 38: 286 Apr. 37. 


Lewisohn, Sam A. Painters and person- 
alities; a collector’s view of modern 
art. 1937. 277p. illus. Harper, $3.75. 

760 


The author, an amateur art collector, stresses the 
point that “in the creation of significant art the 
personality of the artist is the decisive factor.” 
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He uses the painters of the Impressionist group to 
illustrate his point, with briefer notes on living 


painters. Fully illustrated, with 


sketches of his leading painters. 
See Booklist 34: 142 Dec. 15 ’37. 


Rockwell, F. F. and Grayson, Esther C. 
Gardening indoors. 1938. 201p. il- 


lus. Macmillan, $2.50. 


Modern ways with house plants, practically con- 


sidered and well illustrated. 


Storey, Walter Rendell. 


ences in interior decoration. 1937. 
211p. illus. Harper, $3. 747 


Early colonial days, Georgian vogues, French 
fashions, Mediterranean influences, American in- 
terpretations, Today’s interiors: 
into which the book is divided indicate the treat- 
ment. Brief bibliography and index. 


Literature 


American stuff; an anthology of prose 


and verse by members 


Writers Project. 1937. 301p. illus. 


Viking, $2. 


Voluntary contributions by members of the Fer- 
eral Writers Project, consisting of stories, essays 
and poems, with illustrations from Federal works 


of art. 


See Booklist 34: 22 Sept. 15 ’37. 


Barnes, Ruth A., comp. I hear America 
singing. 1937. 346p. illus. Winston, 
$2. 811.08 or 821.08 


An anthology of folk poetry, collected over a 
period of years in which the author has had close 
association with boys and has learned their likes 
and dislikes. Many of the selections are the anony- 
mous songs of pioneers and lumbermen and cow- 
boys; others are the work of such known writers 


as Bret Harte, Will Carleton, 


Riley, Joel Chandler Harris, Paul Lawrence Dun- 
bar, Badger Clark, and Stephen Vincent Benet. 
Desirable for both juvenile and adult collections. 


Benchley, Robert. After 1903 what? 
1938. 271p. illus. Harper, $2.50. 


The annual Benchley. 


Bradley, Kathryn and Dwight, comps. 
Adventure eternal. 1937. 378p. Stack- 


pole, $3. 


An anthology of selections, 


poetry, bearing on death and immortality; with 
an introduction by Abbe Dimnet. 
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Gregory, Horace, ed. New letters in 
America. 1937. 222p. Norton, $2. 
810.8 or 820.8 


A careful selection, chiefly made up of stories 
and poems, from the younger writers of today. 
Important as showing trends. 


Hamilton, Edith, tr. Three Greek plays. 
1937. 239p. Norton, $2.50. 880 


Miss Hamilton has made new translations of 
three plays: The Trojan women of Euripides, the 
Prometheus bound, and the Agamemnon of 
Aeschylus. There is a general introduction on the 
subject of translation, and special introductions 
for the separate plays. That for the Trojan women 
is an eloquent and moving essay on the subject 
of peace. 


Housman, Laurence. The golden sover- 
eign. 1937. 439p. Scribner, $3. 822 


The author’s short plays about Queen Victoria 
and her contemporaries have been brought together 
in one volume, reprinted from earlier books. 


Leacock, Stephen. My discovery of the 
west. 1937. 272p. Hale, Cushman, 
$2. 817 or 827 


On a lecture trip that took him across the con- 
tinent, Mr. Leacock discovered western Canada. 
As an economist he analyzes some of the problems 
he finds by the way; as a traveler he delights in 
the beauties of British Columbia, with its two mag- 
nificent cities, Vancouver and Victoria; and as an 
internaticnalist he is interested in the relationship 
between Canada and the United States and what 
they have to teach the world about peaceful living 
together. 


Loggins, Vernon. I hear America... 
1937. 378p. Crowell, $2.50. 810.9 


Critical appraisals of American writers since 
1900, with biographical information, and outlines 
of plots. 

See Booklist 84: 126 Dec. 1 ’87. 


Schwartz, Leo W. ed. A golden treas- 
ury of Jewish literature. 1937. 818p. 
Farrar, $3. 892.4 


A compilation of prose, drama, and poetry care- 
fully selected to present a literary autobiography 
of the Jewish people, the scope of which is the 
12th century B. C. to the present day. Contains 
biographical notes, bibliography of additional ma- 
terial on Hebrew literature and an index of authors, 
titles, and first lines of poetry. 
See Booklist 834: 178 Jan. 1 ’88. 
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History and Travel 


Beals, Carleton. America south. 1937. 
559p. Lippincott, $3.50. 918 


A comprehensive and yet extremely readable 
account of the racial, political and economic as- 
pects of South American culture. The relationship 
of the two halves of the western hemisphere is 
stressed and the author gives “an unvarnished 
picture of United States’ exploitation of southern 
countries.” 

See Booklist 34: 140 Dec. 15 ’87. 


Crow, Carl. I speak for the Chinese. 
1937. 82p. Harper, $1. 952 


A review of Japan’s aggressions in the Far East, 
showing how her advances have always been under- 
taken at times when Europe was absorbed in its 
own affairs. 


Dodd, William E. The old south: strug- 
gles for democracy. 1937. 312p. Mac- 
millan, $3.75. 976 


The present volume, tracing the beginnings of 
Virginia, Maryland, and the Carolinas to 1690, is 
the first of four in which the author plans to trace 
the growth of democratic government. Presented 
readably and will interest the intelligent layman. 


Farson, Negley. Transgressor in the 
tropics. 1937. 305p. Harcourt, $2.50. 
918 


Trivial, flippant and entertaining comments on 
a journey around South America. 
See Booklist 84: 186 Jan. 15 38. 


Fulton, Robert E. One man caravan. 
1937. 275p. illus. Harcourt, $3. 910 


Account of the author’s tour around the world 
on a motorcycle. He had no particular end in view, 
wanted to see the world and chose this means of 
travel. Readers who enjoy light-hearted adventure 
will find it their book. 

See Booklist 84: 124 Dec. 15 ’37. 


High, Stanley. Roosevelt—and then. 
1937. 326p. Harper, $3. 973.9 
Critical appraisal of President Roosevelt’s poli- 

cies and an attempt to look ahead and predict 

what will follow. Appeared in part in Harper’s. 
See Booklist 34: 170 Jan. 1 ’38. 


Jackson, Joseph H. Notes on a drum. 
1937. 276p. illus. Macmillan, $3. 

917.28 

Travel sketches in Guatemala by the author of 


Mexican interlude. Illustrations and end-paper maps. 
See Booklist 84: 142 Dec. 15 ’87. 
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Langdon, William C. Everyday things 
in American life, 1607-1776. 1937. 
3653p. illus. Scribner, $3. 917.3 


A delightful book on the arts and crafts, habits 
and customs of colonial America. Richly illustrated 
and filled with matters of interest for all libraries. 

See Booklist 84: 142 Dec. 15 °37. 


Matthews-Northup New International 
atlas. 1938. 264p. Blue Ribbon, $2.49. 
910 


A satisfactory inexpensive atlas. Clear and at- 
tractive maps, an ample gazetteer and recent 
statistics, including 1936. Some of the larger coun- 
tries are presented in sections, Asia having seven. 
The gazetteer for the United States and Canada 
is divided into states and provinces, which does 
not add to its reference value when the location 
is not known. There is, however, a general index 
for foreign cities. The gazetteer includes location 
and population. There are also pages of informa- 
tion miscellaneous in character. 


Monica, Sister M. And then the storm. 
1937. 231p. Longmans, $2.50. 914.6 


Three years in Spain just before the outbreak 
of the present revolution form the background for 
this book. The author was engaged in scholarly 
research and the story of her studies in Spanish 
libraries alternates with observations on education, 
religion, and the economic unrest that preceded 
the storm. 

See Booklist 84: 172 Jan. 1 88. 


Vandercook, J. W. Dark islands. 1937. 
265p. illus. Harper, $3.50. 919.5 


For those who care more for atmosphere and 
charm of writing than for adventure in their travel 
books this is the right volume. It covers the islands 
of the South Pacific, with special reference to Fiji 
and the Solomons. 

See Booklist 84: 128 Dec. 1 '87. 


Webb, Walter Prescott. Divided we 
stand; the crisis in a frontierless 
democracy. 1937. 239p. Farrar, $2.50. 

973.9 


Far from being one and indivisible, the United 
States is composed of three distinct sections: North, 
South and West. Corporate wealth is centered in 
the North, to which West and South must pay 
tribute, as feudal serfs to their lord. The politica] 
and economic implications of this situation are 
discussed in a book that is stimulating to thought. 
The author is a historian whose book The great 
plains broke new ground several years ago, 

See Booklist 84: 145 Dec, 15 °87. 
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Pamphlets 


Dean, Vera M. Europe in crisis. (World 
affairs pamphlets) Foreign policy 
assn., 25c. 940.5 


The first of a new series of pamphlets. 


Pond, Alonzo W. Interstate park and 
Dalles of the St. Croix. 1937. illus. 
Standard Press, St. Croix Falls, 25c. 

917.75 


A guide in pamphlet form to this interesting 
region shared by Wisconsin and Minnesota as an 
interstate park. Well illustrated; an addition to 
local Wisconsin material. 


Biography 


Burton, Katharine. Sorrow built a 
bridge. 1937. 288p. Longmans, $2.50. 
921 


A life of Rose Hawthorne Lathrop, youngest 
daughter of Nathaniel Hawthorne who, out of 
personal sorrow, turned to a life of charity. Join- 
ing a Catholic sisterhood she made the care of 
victims of incurable cancer her special charge. 
The institution which she founded for that purpose 
goes on. 

See Booklist 34: 140 Dee. 15 '87. 


Forrester, Izola. This one mad act. 
1937. 500p. illus. Hale, Cushman, 
$3. 921 


Beginning with childhood memories of her grand- 
mother, living in seclusion, with the portrait of 
her grandfather on the wall, this granddaughter 
of John Wilkes Booth tells the story of his family 
and develops her own theories as to the reasons 
for his act and also his escape. For she does not 
believe that the man shot and buried as Lincoln’s 
assassin was Booth. However true her belief may 
be, the book has all the fascination of a mystery. 


Goodspeed, Charles. Yankee bookseller. 
1937. 325p. illus. Houghton, $3.75. 
921 

Reminiscences of a book seller, whose shop in 
Boston has been a center of the rare book trade 
for several decades. There is much about book 
collecting, about people who collect books, and 
about some famous collections. There is informa- 
tion about autographs and about old prints; and 
the final chapter gives some space to old hymns. 


James, Marquis. Andrew Jackson; por- 
trait of a president. 1937. 627p. il- 
lus. Bobbs, $5. 921 
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This work completes the story of Jackson’s life 
begun in Andrew Jackson, the border captain (But- 
LeETIN Jun ’33), the two together forming a major 
contribution to American biography. 


Jones, Howard Mumford. The harp that 
once—. 1937. 365p. illus. Holt, 
$3.50. 921 


Biography of the small red-headed Irishman who 
is known to this generation solely as the author of 
a few songs. Based on a careful study of literary 
sources and visits to the scenes of Moore’s activities. 
Altho Irish, Moore lived much of the time in Lon- 
don, and his 18th century literary contemporaries 
play a large part in the treatment. 

See Booklist 34: 103 Nov. 15 °37. 


Ludecke, Kurt G. W. I knew Hitler. 
1937. 814p. illus. Scribner, $3.75. 
921 


Prior to arrest and subsequent escape the author 
was for over ten years in close contact with the 
Nazi leaders, and his book is of interest for the 
light it throws on the character of Hitler and his 
intimate followers. 

See Booklist 34: 188 Jan. 15 38. 


Ludwig, Emil. Cleopatra; the story of 
a queen. 1937. 342p. Viking, $3.50. 
921 
The writing of this book followed naturally after 
the author’s volume on the Nile. It is a biography 
which holds closely to the facts of history as known, 
but employs the technique of the novel in its in- 
terpretation of the minds and emotions of the 
characters. For larger libraries. 


Moorhead, John J. Harlow Brooks, man 
and doctor. 1937. 302p. Harper, 
$3.50. 921 

Somewhat eulogistic biography of a distinguished 
figure in medicine during the past 40 years. Less 
interesting for small library purchase than some 
of the other recent medical biography. 


Thornton, Richard, ed. Recognition of 
Robert Frost. 1937. 312p. illus. Holt. 
$2.50. 921 
Reviews and tributes to Robert Frost reprinted 

from many sources. English, American and con- 

tinental opinion is represented, showing the wide 

extent that recognition has attained. Pleasing in 

make-up, with good photographic illustrations. 
See Booklist 34: 174 Jan. 1 "88. 


Fiction 


Almedingen, E. M. Young Catherine. 
1938. 363p. Stokes, $2.50. 





The story of Catherine the Great, from her child- 
hood in Germany, through the strange days of her 
marriage to the hapless Grand Duke, to her emerg- 
ence as a power in Russia. Absorbing in interest 
and important as a supplement to the several lives 
of Catherine. 


Benson, E. F. Old London. 4 v. 1937. 
Appleton, $5. 


To the cities series, begun with Edith Wharton’s 
four stories of Old New York, Mr. Benson adds 
four tales of London. The first, Portrait of an 
English nobleman, a story of the reign of George 
IV, gives the most successful interpretation of its 
period. The others, of the Victorian, Mid-Victorian 
and Edwardian eras, are all readable as stories. 


Bromfield, Louis. The rains came. 1937. 
597p. Harper, $2.75 


A long novel, peopled with many diverse and 
interesting personalities, and packed with exciting 
incidents and colorful background pictures of 
India. In the state of Ranchipur a group of people 
—two American missionary families, a Scotch 
nurse, a Brahmin surgeon, the old Maharajah and 
Maharini who have worked to modernize the state, 
and a disillusioned young Englishman—wait with 
tense nerves for the rains to end the heat. When 
finally the rains do come, they bring disaster— 
earthquake, flood and disease, destroying every- 
thing, and remaking the lives of those who survive. 
Enjoyable, but for mature readers only. 

See Booklist 34: 94 Nov. 1 ’37. 


Gordon, Caroline. The garden of Adonis. 
1937. 299p. Scribner, $2.75. 


By choosing her characters from different social 
levels,—plantation owners, northern industrialists, 
share croppers—the author gives a cross-section of 
the south today. A realistic novel not needed in 
small libraries. 


Goudge, Elizabeth. A _ pedlar’s pack. 
1937. 320p. Coward-McCann, $2.50. 


Charming, romantic, fanciful tales, none of 
them plausible, in which coincidence plays a great 
part. They are, nevertheless, delightful entertain- 
ment. 

See Booklist 34: 147 Dec. 15 °37. 


Minnigerode, Meade, Black forest. 1937. 
3860p. Farrar, $2.50. 


A good historical novel of prerevolutionary days 
in Ohio and Pennsylvania, comparing favorably 
with Drums along the Mohawk and Northwest pas- 
sage. The romance is more melodramatic and im- 
probable but the historic setting is authentic. A 
book to feature in connection with the Northwest 
territory celebration. 

See Booklist 84: 176 Jan. 1 ’38. 
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Pilgrim, David. So great a man. 1937. 
463p. Harper, $3. 


This long historical novel covers ten months 
in Napoleon’s life, from March 1808 to January 
1809, the period in which he decided to suppress 
the Bourbon dynasty in Spain. Napoleon’s person- 
ality is revealed through the eyes of those who 
came in contact with him—Marie Welewska, Joseph- 
ine, Duroc, Savary, Talleyrand, Fouche, soldiers 
who fought for him, and others. Presents a varied 
and vivid picture of the times, but will appeal 
most to those who like history. 

See Booklist 34: 148 Dec. 15 ’37. 


Ratel, Simonne. The green grape. 1937. 
307p. Macmillan, $2.50. 


Story of a French family, interest centering in 
the development of the children and in the mother’s 
efforts to understand and guide them in the face 
of their father’s antagonism. Somewhat unevent- 
ful, except for little everyday matters, and will 
appeal most to women readers. 

See Booklist 84: 148 Dec. 15 ’87. 


Shippey, Lee. The great American fam- 
ily. 1938. 293p. Houghton, $2. 


When Gregory and Sylvia bought the little house 
at the edge of the canyon, it was with the thought 
that now Greg could write his novel. But the years 
run by and as baby follows baby, they come to 
realize that it is not a great American novel they 
are producing but a great American family. In 
light-hearted, episodic manner Mr. Shippey has 
told the story of the family. 


Thomason, John W. Jr. Gone to Texas. 
1937. 274p. illus. Scribner, $2.75. 


A well-told story of reconstruction in Texas 
after the Civil war. The romance of a northern 
lieutenant and a southern belle makes pleasant 
reading and the illustrations by the author give 
added distinction. 


Wright, Priscilla Hovey. So we’ll live. 
1937. 390p. Houghton, $2.50. 


Well written story of two families in a small 
New England town. It is told from the point of 
view of Janey Farnham, whose brother Hugh 
marries the daughter of the local mill owner and 
so unites the two families. Janey has a will of 
her own but it cannot keep her from being vic- 
timized by the selfishness of her pretty sister and 
the helplessness of her father after her mother’s 
death. After living for others thruout her earlier 
years she finds herself facing middle age, destitute 
and unneeded. Her adjustment is somewhat allevi- 
ated by a young niece, who gives promise of de- 
veloping into another Janey. 
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Mystery and Romance 


Coburn, Walt. Sky-pilot cowboy. 1937. 
266p. Appleton, $2. 


Romance and adventure in the days of the Vigi- 
lantes. A good western in both plot and character- 
ization. 


Innes, Michael, pseud. Hamlet, revenge! 
1937. 344p. Dodd, $2. 


Mystery story with a Shakespearean background. 
Centers around an amateur production of Hamlet 
in an English country house, in which a stage 
murder becomes a real murder. 

Larrimore, Lida. Tuesday never comes. 
1937. 341p. Macrae, $2. 


This story of a southern belle whose thoughtless 
indiscretions involve all her family in serious 
difficulties makes pleasant reading in the light 
novel class. The belle comes off too easily, but 


readers will not mind, since the finer, more 
worthwhile sister is given her just reward. 
Mann, E. B. With spurs. 1937. 281p. 


Morrow, $2. 


A good western yarn in which a trail boss 
turns city marshal to clean up a bad town. 


Propper, Milton. The great insurance 
murders. 1937. 274p. Harper, $2. 


In spite of careless execution the plot of this 
story will hold interest. 


Snow, C. H. The trail to Abilene. 1937. 
282p. Macrae, $2. 


Romance and mystery in western setting. 


Children’s Books 


Atkinson, A. A. Perkey. 1937. 


illus. Viking, $1.50. 


Perkey was a young skunk who grew up near 
the Man-House in California where the Atkin- 
son’s feed wild animals. His experiences consisted 
mainly in learning which of the animals and 
people were worthy of being trusted. The photo- 
graphs were taken by Perkey himself as he touched 
threads attached to the camera. 


100p. 


Bailey, Carolyn S. Tops and whistles. 
1937. 193p. illus. Viking, $2. 


This is a collection of stories about toys which 
were enjoyed by young Americans at different 
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periods of our country’s history. “All the play- 
loving children from those of old Deerfield to 
Toytown of today” are represented. A directory 
of the toys mentioned in the stories and the place 
where they may be examined form the final chap- 
ter of the book. A companion volume to Children 
of the handicrafts (Buttetin Apr. °386) 


Bowie, Walter. The story of Jesus. 1937. 
125p. illus. Scribner, $2. 232.9 


A simple and effective narrative of Jesus’ life 
on earth, sympathetically interpreted for young 
readers. Well adapted for reading aloud by parents 
and teachers. 

See Booklist 84: 153 Dec. 15 °87. 


Bunce, William. Son of the Iroquois. 
1937. 127p. illus. Macrae, $1.50. 


Tano, an Oneida Indian boy, proved that he was 
strong, brave and able to perform a great service 
for his people when he delivered the wampum 
belts to the Delaware Council. As a reward he 
received the heron’s feather, badge of courage and 
recognition of his manhood. The spirited story 
will help young readers to understand Indian cus- 
toms and beliefs. 


Cobb, Irvin S. Azam. 1937. 79p. illus. 
Rand, $1.50. 636.1 


The experiences of little Azam as portrayed in 
this story give a clear idea of the everyday life 
and training which pure bred Arabian horses re- 
ceive on the Pomona farm. Splendid photographs 
heighten the appeal to a horse lover. 

See Booklist 34: 88 Sept. 15 °37. 


De la Mare, Walter and Jones, Harold. 
This year, next year. 1937. unp. il- 
lus. Holt, $2.50. 821 


Children’s interests through changing seasons, 
from spring to Christmas are presented in pictures 
and happy rhymes. The illustrations are quite 
English and done in dainty colors. 

See Booklist 34: 153 Dec. 15 ’87. 
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Flack, Marjorie. Lucky little Lena. 
1937. unp. illus. Macmillan, $1. 


City life and interests as they effect Ted and 
Nell and their pet dachshund, Lena. The appeal 
of the book will be limited to children accustomed 
to apartment house life and city conveniences. 


Hoffman, Eleanor. Melika and her don- 
key. 1937. 195p. illus. Stokes, $1.75. 


Melika, daughter of a Sheik, lived on the edge 
of the Sahara Desert. Into this story of her ad- 
venturous little donkey “The Mouse” is woven the 
manners and customs of the Bedoins. For 4th 
and 5th grades. 

See Booklist 84: 158 Dec. 15 °87. 


Lenski, Lois. A-going to the westward. 
1937. 369p. Stokes, $2. 


An overland journey from Connecticut to Ohio in 
1811 was full of hardships and adventure. Twelve 
year old Betty Bartlett learned, with the rest of 
the family “to keep on and be persistent in spite 
of difficulties.”” This faithful and readable presenta- 
tion of covered wagon experiences is attractively 
illustrated by the author. 

See Booklist 34: 97 Nov. 1 ’87. 


Ross, M. I. Greentree Downs. 1937. 


197p. illus. Houghton, $2. 


The four orphaned Turner’s, ranging from 10 
to 19 years of age, are faced with the alternative 
of being adopted singly or accepting an invitation 
to come to Australia to live with crochety Uncle 
Andy on his sheep ranch. Their arrival at Green- 
tree Downs and their adjustment to conditions as 
they found them make a lively and exciting story. 

See Booklist 84: 77 Oct. 15 ’87. 


Ross, M. I. White wind. 
Harper, $2. 


A vivid story of antarctic adventure as related 
in the journals of the two seventeen-year-old mem- 
bers of the expedition. Hardships and danger em- 

hasize the | of pretense and the value 
of character and friendship. An absorbing story 
for older boys. 


1937. 240p. 
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